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MANAGEMENT SUMVARY

In 1995, Cettysburg National MIlitary Park proposed
reconstruction of the lean-to addition of the Hoffrman House for
use as park offices. Excavation of two test units within the
construction area did not identify significant archeol ogi cal
resources that would be inpacted by construction. As a result,
t he proposed action had "no effect” on archeol ogi cal resources.

| NTRODUCTI ON

The Hof f man House (List of Classified Structures CGETT-229) is

| ocated i nmedi ately adj acent to Taneyt own Road, one mle south of
Gettysburg (Figure 1). Located on the historic battle-era

Sol oman Cassatt Farm and | ater owned by Fantasyland, Inc., the
house currently consists of a two-story franme with a cross-gable
extension, lean-to addition, and front and side porches (LCS
Field I nventory Report, 1975). The house has a full cellar and a
stone foundation. Oiginally believed to date fromthe |ate

ni net eent h-century, the main block of the house possibly dates to
the m d-ni neteenth century and may have been present during the
Battle of CGettysburg (LCS Report 1995). Photographi c evidence
docunents the Hoffman House's presence as early as 1882.

Oral history collected by park staff suggest that |arge
gquantities of fill were added to the west yard sonetine in the
early twentieth century (Kathy Harrison: personal comrunication).
This may have al so extended into the east yard project area.

In 1995, Cettysburg National MIlitary Park proposed adaptive
reuse of the structure as park offices, including reconstruction
of the lean-to addition which had deteriorated beyond repair.
Construction required a concrete masonry unit foundation al ong
the east margin of the addition to receive the floor joists and
end wall. Renoval of the addition revealed a filled-in cistern
in the southwest corner (Figure 2). Archeol ogical investigations
were conducted to determine if the proposed construction would
effect any signficant archeol ogical resources. The results were
then used to evaluate the results for evidence for an early
construction date for the Hoffnman House.



Figure 1. Location of
Hof f man House*.

*Detail from Gettysburg Quadrangle, U S.G S. 1:2400 Series
(topographic). Photorevised 1968 and 1973

Figure 2: Detail of G stern, Looking West.
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Data Col |l ecti on St andards

Archeol ogi cal investigations at the Hoffrman House were perforned
by the author on February 8 and 9, 1995. Excavation in sub-
freezing weat her was conducted to facilitate the park's
construction schedul e. Archeol ogical investigations were
conducted in accordance with "Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation: Secretary of the Interior's Standards and

Gui del i nes for Archeol ogy" as well as the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vania's "Bureau for Historic Preservation CGuidelines for
Archeol ogi cal Investigations.” To ensure uniformdata recovery,
al | excavated soils were passed through one-quarter inch hardware
cloth. Portions of Test Unit 2, Stratum 1l contained frozen soils
and were not screened, but were exam ned closely for the presence
of cultural materials. Excavation proceeded by natural
stratigraphy with all artifacts fromthe sane proveni ence pl aced
in plastic bags. Archeological profiles and floor plans were
drawn in the field as warranted, with all draw ngs redrafted for
this report. Oiginal notes, photographs, draw ngs, and
artifacts are on file at Gettysburg National Mlitary Park. Soi
descriptions are approxi mate; the Munsell color chart was

m spl aced during this investigation.

Site Layout and Orientation

Access to site soils was limted by the continuous concrete

wal kway around the addition (Figure 3). This wal kway had been
used as the foundation for the addition, portions of which were
to be renoved to allow for construction of the new concrete
foundati on. Renoval of two segnents within the proposed
construction area all owed for excavation of Units 1 and 2. The
brick cistern was |ocated in the southwest corner of the
addition, and a deep, dry-lain well was |ocated in the southeast
corner. Both of these features were to be preserved in place and
not effected by construction and as a result were only casually
exam ned.
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Figure 3: Plan of Investigations, East End of Hoffnman House.

Archeol ogi cal investigations were designed to address the
foll owi ng questions within the proposed construction program

1) Wul d the proposed construction effect archeol ogi cal
resources that contribute to the National Register
eligibility of the property or the house?

2) What are the construction dates of the exposed features (the
wel | and the cistern?

3) When was the Hof f man House constructed?



Resul ts

Cistern: The cistern is roughly circular, 5.4 feet in dianeter.
It is constructed of a single row of bricks in stretcher bond,
parged on the interior with portland cenent. Exam nation of the
exposed exterior indicates the bricks were set in a portland
cement mxture as well. The surface interior of the cistern is
filled wwth fine gravel while the visible exterior has been
backfilled with brickbats and nedium (0.25 - 0.5 foot dianeter)
stones. There is a significant void between the cistern and the
sout hwest corner of the house; at |east 2.33 feet deep fromthe
top of the slab. It is filled with a |arge chunk of powdery
material (possibly line), brickbats, sewer pipe, and stones.

This deposit continues to the ashlar sedinmentary stone that forns
t he foundation of the Hof fman House. A pipe connects the cistern
wi th the downspout of the house (southwest corner of the

addi tion, southeast corner of the house). A single shovel test
was excavated in roughly the center of the cistern. Measuring
approximately one and one-half feet in dianmeter, it contained

granular nmodern fill materials to at |east 3.45 feet below the
top of the cenent slab. The fill became too unstable to excavate
bel ow t hat depth and excavati on was suspended. The fill materials

contained no artifacts and cannot be dated. Visual exam nation of
the soils around the cistern that had possi bly been redeposited
fromits construction did not reveal artifacts dating before the
twentieth century. Comon use of Portland cenment dates fromthe
| ast quarter of the nineteenth century and dates the cistern (or
at least repairs to its upper portion) to that tine. Excavation
of the installation trench for the cistern was not attenpted

si nce proposed construction would not inpact that feature.

Proposed Foundation Wall: Two test units were excavated in the
proposed | ocation of the new foundation wall for the
reconstructed | ean-to addition.

Test 1: Test 1 was |located m dway al ong the east wall of the
addition. It was placed to examne the potential for information
relating to the construction of the well, and for any pre-war
occupation. Measuring 3.5 feet east/west and 3.0 feet
north/south, it exhibits somewhat conplex strata. The surface is
defined by a cenent slab on three sides (east, north, and south).

| medi ately beneath the slab is a |layer of grey humc soil. This
zone appears across the entire west profile, and partially in the
north and south profiles (Figure 4). It is absent in the east

profile. On three faces (north, east, and south) this is

foll owed by a | ayer of banded, apparently m xed, soils. Beneath
this on the eastern one-third of the unit is a layer of |ight

yel | owi sh-brown sandy clay. To the west, this layer is absent,
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repl aced by sterile yellow sh-brown clay. At 2.09 feet bel ow
surface, gray humc soil extended across the entire unit. At the
depth of 2.3 feet, a large portion of the unit is covered with a
| arge stone; the grey humc soil is apparently the result of
organic materials percolating to the depth of the stone (Figure
6). No artifacts were observed in any of the soils in the entire
excavati on.
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Figure 4: North, South, and East Profiles of Test

Test 1 was suspended at 2.3 feet bel ow surface, deeper than the

proposed depth of construction for the new foundation wall. The
unit did not contain any definitive evidence regarding the
construction of the well, although disturbed soils continued to
near the base of the unit. It is possible, though unlikely, that
the light yellow sh-brown sandy clay represents the irregul ar
boundary of the construction trench for the well. The well's
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Figure 5. Plan Views of Tests 1 and 2.

depth (>10 feet) would suggest the presence of a very | arge oval
construction trench. However, the shape of the soil intrusions
in Test Unit 1 are not consistent with such a construction.

Test 2 was | ocated m dway along the northern wall of the addition
and neasured 2.5 feet square. A row of gas-fired brick |ay
beneath the cenent wal kway, representing the footing for the
recently renoved addition. The inmmedi ate surface consisted of

yel | owi sh-brown clay which was frozen. The frozen soil was
removed with a digging bar to the depth of 0.35 feet bel ow the
surface (see plan view at 0.35 feet bel ow surface; draw ng nade
at base of frozen layer). Exam nation of the frozen soil during
removal did not identify any artifacts to date this stratum

Upon renoval of the frozen |layer, the yellow sh-brown sandy clay
beneath the frozen soil (beginning at 0.35 feet bel ow surface)
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was designated Zone 2. Four artifacts were recovered from Zone
2; one fragnment of whiteware, one fragnent of clear glass plate-
nol ded bottle, and two | arge cut spikes. Al artifacts appeared
to be of late nineteenth to early twentieth-century manufacture.
Zone 2 contained a large, flat stone which may have been used as
a "sleeper” to support a porch or other construction (Figure 6).
There was no evi dence of an excavated hole to place the sl eeper
into, suggesting it was either a ground surface at one tine, or
that it had been placed there during soil deposition. Zone 2
continues to 0.65 feet bel ow surface across the entire unit.
Zone 3 is sterile yellowbrowm clay. At 1.25 feet bel ow surface
the yellow clay was replaced across the entire unit by grey-brown
sandy clay, simlar to that above the rotting rock in Test 1.
The grey-brown sandy clay continued to 1.65 feet bel ow surface
where it was replaced by yellow sterile clay. No archeol ogi cal
features were identified in Test Unit 2.
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Figure 6: Photograph of Test
2 Show ng Stone, View Looking
Nort h.



CONCLUSI ONS

The archeol ogical record associated with the | ean-to addition of
t he Hof f man House is exceptionally conplex, and only partially
illumnated by the limted testing effort in support of
construction of a single foundation wall. Three |arge, |ocal

di sturbances have conbined to create a confusing bl end of
redeposited soils; excavation and redeposition of soils fromthe
basenent, excavation and backfilling of the well, and excavation
and backfilling of the cistern. Test Unit 1 possibly contains a
portion of the well construction trench, if only the irregular
margin. Test Unit 2 probably contains redeposited soil fromthe
cellar which lies directly upon sterile clay.

Two results are clear; the proposed construction of a foundation
wal | for reconstruction of the lean-to addition will have no
effect on archeol ogi cal resources that contribute to the National
Regi ster eligibility of the property or the Hoffman House.
Secondly, no artifactual evidence was di scovered that would
suggest that the House was constructed before the | ast quarter of
the nineteenth century. The sane is true for the cistern and
well. Typically, areas around structures dating to the |ate-

ni neteenth century at Gettysburg National MIlitary Park contain
great quantities of artifactual materials. Although they often
appear in a redeposited context, they are sel domabsent. This
was clearly not the case wthin the area proposed for
reconstruction at the Hoffman House. The stratigraphic
relationships in Tests 1 and 2 nmay be possibly expl ai ned by
conplete soil renoval (or absence) fromthe area of the lean-to
addition with subsequent backfilling of nostly sterile soils. It
cannot be overenphasi zed that the investigations described in
this report were designed only to assess the effect of the
proposed reconstruction project, with the resulting information
used as a prelimnary and that investigations designed to the
purpose of determning a definitive construction date for the
Hof f man House woul d have a dramatically different result.



